practical importance of these facts in the diagnosis and treatment of disease.
The Medical Times says, that at the recommendation of the Director-General Army Medical Department, the Minister for War has decided that candidates for assistant-surgeoncies may be admitted for examination who are not beyond twenty-six years of age.
The Remains of John Hunter.?The Secretary to the Council of the Royal College of Surgeons writes in the Times:?"The remains of the celebrated physiologist and surgeon John Hunter, having been recently found in the vault under the Church of St Martin-in-the-Fields, where they were deposited on the 22d October 1793, the Council of the Royal College of Surgeons of England, feeling it their duty to obtain for the remains of this illustrious man a resting-place worthy of them, have asked permission of the Dean and Chapter to deposit them in Westminster Abbey, which has been most readily accorded, these authorities stating also that ' they shall be proud to be the guardians there of the ashes of so great a man.' " They were re-interred in Westminster Abbey on Monday the 28th March. A list of subscribers for a statue to Hunter has been opened at the College of Surgeons, and already a large sum has been received.
Vaccination in Persia.?It is stated that the Shah of Persia has determined upon the introduction of vaccination amongst the natives. The Shah has the intention of setting the example by having his children vaccinated, as he does not consider the operation to be contrary to the Mussulman law.
London Sewer Life.?In the Holborn district, there are no less than six persons who obtain their living in the sewers, some by catching rats, and the others by seeking for property which has made its way into the sewers. The best fields for their labours are those sewers where the inclination is small, as the articles they are in search for are not those carried rapidly away, as is the case where the current is strong; and, from the same cause, the most barren field is the Fleet sewer, in which this class of persons never presume to look for anything of value. Competition exists in this calling, and those who follow the pursuit are very jealous of intruders.
A Lady Lecturer.?Dr Elizabeth Blackwell, the first woman who has worked her way to the acquisition of a medical diploma, and who has been practising for the last seven years in New York as a physician for women and children, has delivered during the last two weeks, at the Marylebone Institute, a series of lectures to ladies on topics connected with medicine and hygiene, bearing on the special duties of women in the spheres of domestic and social life. She stated that a lady had offered to contribute the sum of L.8000 towards the endowment of a sanitary professorship and women's hospital, provided such an institution shall be established in London. The fair lecturer, the severity of whose desk was pleasantly relieved with bouquets of flowers, delivered iier discourses with much dignity and ease of manner.?Morning Post.
Sewage at tiie Sea Side.?Paterfamilias is surprised that his children have come back from their old esteemed bathing quarters paler and more sickly than when they went, especially as he hears that the place has undergone an entire sanitary overhauling, and been supplied with all the modern requisites of comfort and health. lie goes down, and finds the old village, indeed, swept and garnished. The streets, which had a dirtyish gutter on either side, and were in all parts to be trodden with caution, are as clean as the pavement of Amsterdam. Certain objects which he used to denounce as remnants of barbarism have disappeared, having been superseded by hydraulic mechanism elsewhere. So much for the land: but now for the water. He finds that between half and full tide?the most convenient condition for bathing?it is impregnated with a heavy percentage of that abominable fluid which bears the newly-invented name of sewage. He discovers that the mouth of the main trunk sewer, lying at low tide like a long cannon on the sand, was the place which his children generally selected for their sports. He wonders no more at their condition, but returns, meditating on the sad fate of all efforts at human amelioration to encounter reaction, and agreeing with Byron, that " Man is an unfortunate devil, and ever will be."?Blackwood's Magazine for February.
Tiie Vital Statistics of Scottish Towns.?From the report of the Registrar-General for Scotland for 1858, it appears that during the year there were registered in the eight principal towns of Scotland 82,555 births, 23,420 deaths, and G,8G3 marriages. This gives the proportion of one birth in every 27, one death in every 37, and one marriage in every 128 of the estimated population. _ Of the births there were 314 fewer than during the previous year, or, taking into view the estimated increase in the population, the deficiency would be 590?a number closely corresponding with, and satisfactorily accounted for by, the deficiency of G32 marriages during the year. The birthrate in the towns was 3G9 for every 10,000 of the population, or one birth in 27 persons, the rate for the whole of Scotland during the year being 337 births in 10,000 persons. The proportion of births was highest in Greenock, and lowest in Edinburgh. Of the 32,555 births 8-4 per cent, were illegitimate, or one illegitimate in every 11*3 births. This is a proportion slightly under that for all Scotland, which was 8-8 per cent. The proportion varied extremely in the different towns, being only 47 in Greenock, and in Aberdeen 14'9 per cent. The greatest number of births occurred during May, and the fewest in September. Of the 32,555 children born during the year, 1G,829 were males and 15,72G females, giving the proportion of 100 males to every 93*4 females. The deaths exceeded by 59 those of the previous year?a proportion below what might have been expected from the increase of the population. The proportion of deaths was 2G5 in 10,000, or one in 37, being below the proportion of 1857, but it greatly exceeded the death-rate in the country districts, which was only 1G4 in 10,000. The mortality was lowest in Aberdeen, and highest in Glasgow. Of the 23,420 deaths, 11,290, or 48-2 per cent., were children under five years ; and that this very high proportion might be lessened by moral and physical means was evident from the variation of the death-rate in the different towns, it being 31*3 per cent, of the deaths in Aberdeen, and 53'8 per cent, of the deaths in Glasgow. In Glasgow there died 13 08 children out of every 100 living under five years of age ; in Aberdeen the mortality was only 4'83 out of 100 children. From whatever cause or causes it may arise, infantile mortality is nearly three times greater in Glasgow than in Aberdeen, and, consequently, Glasgow is a much more unhealthy town than Aberdeen ; for it has been proved that, as a general rule, " the less the proportion of deaths among children under five years, the greater is the healthiness of a town or locality."
The report, in stating the causes of death, shows that the deaths from consumption were much greater in the towns than in the country districts, and that among the towns the lowest proportion was in the more exposed, and, therefore, better ventilated towns, such as Edinburgh and Aberdeen. It also shows that the great fatality from epidemic diseases was during cold, and not warm weather. The marriages during the year were the lowest number which had been registered since the Scottish Registration Act came into operation. The proportion was 77 marriages in every 10,000 of the estimated population, or one marriage in every 128 persons. This is a proportion very greatly below the proportion of marriages over England, which, on a ten years' average, gives 84 marriages for every 10,000 inhabitants. This is the more surprising when taken in connection with the fact that the proportion of births in Scotland equals that of England; but perhaps the greater proportion of illegitimate births in Scotland may account for tho smaller proportion of marriages.
